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Final Report: 2018 Session 
Celebrating 14 Years! Project Access Global Capacity Building Workshop for 

Indigenous Peoples consists of a 3-day intensive training program and 

participation in a related international meeting or conference where decisions 

are being made that affect their rights, cultures, and livelihoods. The program 

assists in providing practical knowledge and skills to participants that can be 

used toward responses to the challenges that their communities face. 
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Project Access Session 2018 

A Summary… 
 

The 14th annual session of PROJECT ACCESS facilitated the participation of 21 indigenous peoples’ 

representatives from 16 countries within a 3-day intensive training workshop, as well as during the 17th session 

of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). The UNPFII was held in New York from 16-27 April 

2018 providing a platform for Indigenous Peoples to raise the visibility of challenges faced by their communities; 

lobby their proposed solutions to representatives of governments and others; outreach to relevant UN Agencies 

for support; and raise further awareness about their cultures and work through special events. 
 

To ensure more effective participation at the 2018 session of the UNPFII, Tribal Link organized the training 

program for delegates preceding the Forum session held at UN Headquarters campus from 2018. The program 

also included an evaluation session with participants on 20 April 2018 and a special event with Microsoft. Due 

to the generosity of our funders, critical financial assistance was provided to facilitate delegate trainee 

participation.  Additionally, selected trainees received personalized support and mentoring from the program 

coordinator, the instructors, and Tribal Link Staff. Four Project Access alumni returned as mentors for the new 

participants, further enhancing participant experience. Tribal Link also facilitated opportunities to engage with 

several UN agencies, departments, and programs. 
 

The capacity building training sessions were led by some of the world’s most experienced experts on the rights 

of Indigenous Peoples and were geared towards giving participants practical knowledge and skills that could be 

used immediately to forward their peoples’ issues. 

 

 
Project Access trainees reading statements at the 2018 Permanent Forum session being supported by their training colleagues. 
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Project Access Session 2018 

A Summary (continued)…  
 

Special emphasis was given to participating effectively in the Permanent Forum including writing clear, concise 

testimony for presentation at the plenary sessions; understanding the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals and the 2030 Development Agenda, which included a significant focus on water issues; as well as an in-

depth look at the issue of Climate Change. This year a special session focused on writing and submitting a human 

rights complaint to relevant United Nations Human Rights bodies. The 2018 Project Access program was 

coordinated in cooperation with the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples, UNDP’s Equator 

Initiative, the Secretariats of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Convention on Biological 

Diversity and Columbia University’s Institute for the Study of Human Rights (ISHR).  
 

As in previous years, Tribal Link is pleased to report that this year’s Project Access participants again shared with 

us that they arrived as individuals unfamiliar with each other, but they left as a family. To maintain this 

connection and further support each other’s work beyond their time at the Forum, participants were also added 

to the Project Access Alumni Facebook group where they continue to communicate directly. This is also a helpful 

tool in Tribal Link’s follow-up activities as it assists in highlighting how participants share what they learned 

during the workshop with their communities through interviews, presentations and workshops of their own. An 

ongoing goal is to receive briefs on these activities 

throughout the year. 
 

Project Access 2018: The 

Participants… 
 

The selection of participants attending the Project 

Access Training Workshop and the UNPFII 

continues to be achieved by outreaching to 

various respected entities some of which have 

included the United Nations Voluntary Fund; the 

Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent 

Forum on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNPFII); 

and the Secretariat of Convention on Biological 

Diversity, as well as from recommendations received by indigenous organizations and leaders worldwide. A key 

guideline for selection is that their respective organizations and/or communities endorse said delegate’s 

participation. The Project Access program seeks to achieve representation from the seven geo-political regions 

identified via the UNPFII.  

2018 Participants take part in an after-program evaluation session 
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2018 Project Access Participants: A Close-Up… 

Africa 
Gertrude Kabusimbi Kenyangi (Batwa), Uganda: Gertrude Kenyangi represents Support 

for Women in Agriculture and Environment, a grassroots organization founded by 

women in the forest dependent communities of Western Uganda. It works to improve 

the livelihood of forest dependent communities and advocates for the land rights of 

formerly forest dwelling communities like the Batwa to be recognized as the customary 

owners of the forest land and to be compensated accordingly. The organization 

represents Indigenous Peoples on REDD+ in Uganda where it champions the demand for 

observance of the prior, free and informed consent principle, the human rights-based approach, and the social, 

economic and environmental safeguards before any implementation of REDD+ or the market-based 

mechanisms can commence. 

 

Carson Kiburo (Endorois), Kenya: Carson is a youth from the Endorois, an Indigenous 

community living in Kenya, in Baringo, Nakuru and Laikipia counties, with a population of 

approximately 60,000, whose umbrella organization is Endorois Welfare Council. Endorois 

Welfare Council (EWC) is a registered community-based organization, established in 1996. 

It was founded by senior members of the Endorois indigenous community living in the 

Lake Bogoria area of Baringo, Marigat, and Mogotio districts of Baringo County, as well as 

in Nakuru and Laikipia Counties within the Rift Valley Province of Kenya. The EWC seeks to 

empower Indigenous Peoples to advocate for their social, economic and political rights with special attention 

to vulnerable groups such as women and children within the community. 

 

Elizabeth Sein Lemiso (Maasai), Kenya: Elizabeth Sein Lemiso is a representative of the 

NATODUA WOMEN ASSOCIATION. The organization does bee keeping, bead work, tree 

planting, and advocating against female genital mutilation (FGM). She is a member of the 

Maasai community and is also a school teacher. She helps to educate the community on the 

importance of the girl child and the eradication of the FGM. Elizabeth is vice-secretary of the 

organization.  

 

Arctic 

Piers Kreps (Inuit), Canada: Piers Kreps works as Research Assistant at McMaster University 

in the Indigenous Studies Program. He represents Indigenous students at McMaster in the 

student society on campus. Piers supports various programs in the Indigenous Studies 

Program and Indigenous Student Services office. He hopes to link students from their program 

to involvement at the UN, as students represent Indigenous nations across Turtle Island, and 

study in a variety of fields (social sciences, health sciences, physical sciences/engineering).  
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Asia 
 

Ke Jung (Naga), Myanmar: Ke Jung is a representative of the SHANAH organization, which 

works among Indigenous Peoples communities in Myanmar. SHANAH works to support 

empowerment of marginalized peoples, supporting documentation of land and natural 

resources management, as well as advocating for law and policy reform in Myanmar. The 

organization continues to advocate for Indigenous Peoples' rights in Myanmar; however, the 

term "Indigenous Peoples" still remains very controversial in the country’s legal context. 

 

Santoshita Chakma (Chakma), Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh: Mr. Chakma represents 

the Chittagong Hill Tracts Jumma Refugee's Welfare Association, which focuses on the 

rehabilitation and welfare of India-returnee Jumma refugees.  

 

Central and South America and the Caribbean 

  

Taily de Faria Marcos Terena (Terena), Brazil: A 2nd year trainee, Ms. Terena is representing 

the Inter-Tribal Committee which is an organization that focuses on the protection of 

traditional indigenous knowledge, the promotion of socio-educational sport, the expression 

of cultures, citizenship and respect for original values. The organization believes that each 

peoples, each ethnicity, each culture has its own identity, peculiarities that resist the 

globalization of the economy and communication and generates forms of specific coexistence 

among populations. At this session, she continued to network with other indigenous youth 

from all around the world to share experiences and exchange knowledge. 

 

Sabantho Aderi Corrie (Lokono), Barbados: At 19 years old, Ms. Corrie is a 2nd year trainee and 

the youngest delegate to participate in Project Access. Her organization is the Eagle Clan 

Lokono-Arawaks. She is a traditional visual artist on the Lokono Culture Council, where she 

teaches ceramics, painting, and drawing. She hopes her participation in Project Access will 

expand her “mental horizons and achieve the level of inspiration” that her father, long-time 

alumni and mentor Damon Corrie, obtained by becoming a graduate of the program. Ms. Corrie 

aspires to become better qualified to contribute to the good governance of her people. 

 

Mitchell Irvince Auguiste (Kalinago-Carib), Dominica: Mr. Auguiste is a former Chief of the 

Kalinago Nation in Dominica and a 2nd year trainee.  He is currently representing the 

Caribbean Amerindian Development Organization (CADO), which is involved in the networking 

of indigenous groups of the English and Spanish speaking Caribbean in the sharing of 

information and advocacy. His community is active in programs of higher education, cultural 

development, tourism for income generation.  
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 Sandra Miriam del Carmen (Kolla), Argentina: Sandra Miriam del Carmen is a member of the 

CJIRA - Comisión de Juristas Indígenas in Argentina.  The Commission is made up of lawyers from 

the various Indigenous Peoples of Argentina and achieved the recognition of the ethnic and 

cultural pre-existence of the Indigenous Peoples of Argentina and their territories. The 

Commission participates in collective advocacy work together with allied organizations. Their 

lawyers act as advisers to Indigenous Peoples communities, develop expert reports and "amicus 

curiae" provided in court cases, as well as distribute public information on the rights of Indigenous Peoples and 

develop workshops and training courses. 

 

Francisco Javier Villegas Paredes (Yaqui), Sonora, Mexico: A 2nd year trainee, Francisco Javier 

Villegas Paredes represents Jittoa Bat Nataka Weria, which is an indigenous organization 

dedicated to the conservation of medicinal plants. The organization has been legally 

constituted for 7 years. Their objectives are focused on 3 activities: medicinal plants, which 

includes a botanical garden, naturopathic pharmacy, and the conservation of the original 

seeds (corn, beans and squash). Francisco serves as a project coordinator for various activities 

carried out in the different towns of Yaqui Nation.  

 

Yamila Gutierrez Callisaya (Yanapiri), Bolivia: Yamila Gutierrez Callisaya is 2nd year trainee and 

a member of the Marka Cantapa community. This community is part of the process of 

"Reconstitution of the Ayllu", headed by the National Council of Ayllus and Markas del Qullasuyu 

(CONAMAQ). These communities and leaders continue to activate the struggle for the defense 

of the rights of Indigenous Peoples and against extractivism, through workshops to disseminate 

information and other advocacy actions. 

 

Eriverto da Silva Vargas (Marubo), Brazil: Eriverto da Silva Vargas represents União dos Povos 

Indígenas do Vale do Javarí (UNIVAJA), which represents 5 different Tribes (Marubo, Matis, 

Kanamari, Mayoruna and Kulina). As a representative of UNIVAJA, Eriverto hopes that through 

the Project Access training he will be better able to articulate the serious disrespect to rights of 

Indigenous Peoples in their homelands, as well as exchange experiences with other Indigenous 

Peoples of other regions. 

 

Hiparidi Dzutsi wa Toptiro (Xavante), Brazil: Hiparidi Toptiro is founder and leader of the 

Associação Xavante Warã that works to defend the rights of the indigenous Xavante peoples 

across all Xavante territories. He wished to attend the 2018 UNPFII to inform others about what 

is going on in their areas, to network, and to learn about international organizations and 

instruments that may be helpful to the Xavante in their efforts to secure their territories and 

battle state plans for major infrastructural projects in and adjacent to their lands that will 

directly affect them. 
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North America 
Daisee Francour (Oneida Nation of Wisconsin), San Francisco, US: Daisee Francour is an enrolled 

member of the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin. The Oneida Nation is a member of the 

Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy which then relocated to Wisconsin after the 

Revolutionary War but has now expanded its member base to over 17,000 people. She is a 

Christensen Fund Inaugural fellow and Bay Area Program Officer, which provides support to local 

Native American groups with programs and initiatives that incorporate biocultural diversity. She 

provides support to partners to thoughtfully deepen their program's impacts through connection and 

collaboration while strategically linking across networks and movements. 

                                                                                                  

Janene Natasha Yazzie (Diné/Navajo), Arizona, U.S.:  A 2nd year trainee, Janene Yazzie 

represents the Sixth World Solutions and Little Colorado River Watershed Chapters 

Association. She co-founded Sixth World Solutions to nurture sustainable, eco-smart 

development using Traditional Ecological Knowledge as the primary planning framework. 

Ms. Yazzie also works as a Senior Planner for the Little Colorado River Watershed Chapters 

Association to advocate for policy and program development in the areas of Water 

Security, Land restoration, Food Security, and Climate Change resiliency by exercising local 

autonomy. Her success in community organizing comes from utilizing human rights principles to articulate and 

codify tribal authorities in land and resource management and to address public health and environmental 

concerns of community stakeholders.  

 

Jazmine Elizabeth Alfaro (Xicana Nahua), Canada:  A 2nd year trainee, Jazmine Alfaro is a 

trained academic, she works to assert Indigenous perspectives and desires into academia, 

providing a bridge through direct and collective storytelling, research, mixed media, and social 

justice movements. 

 

 

“This is a wholesome Training and 

one can see the results practically 

immediately. Project Access 

participants are well prepared and 

stand out in leadership and 

preparedness the second they 

begin joining caucuses and the 

Forum itself.” 

- Tai Pellicier,  

Project Access Mentor 

 

< 2018 Mentors and 2nd year trainees 
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Pacific 
Karl Briscoe (Kuku Yalanji), Australia: Karl Briscoe represents NATSIHWA, the National 

Professional Association for the Critical Workforce of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

Health Workers and Health Practitioners. The purpose of NATSIHWA is to promote the 

prevention and control of disease in aboriginal communities; address the impacts of 

disadvantage on the health of aboriginal communities; assist in delivering holistic health care 

in aboriginal communities in order to improve health outcomes. 

 

Darrell Naden (Maori), Aotearoa/New Zealand: Darrell Naden runs a law firm that 

specializes in Waitangi Tribunal work for Maori clients. They provide legal aid services in 

this jurisdiction, as well as the Maori Land Court and also do work in the High Court for 

Maori claiming customary interests in takutai moana (the foreshore and seabed). He has 

worked in the jurisdiction for twenty years and has extensive knowledge of Maori tikanga 

(law) and Te Ao Maori (the Maori worldview). 
 

Russian Federation 
 

Natalia Vaskova (Sami), Russian Federation: Natalia Vaskova represents the organization Sami 

Nurash, which works with Indigenous Youth. The Sami people (also Sámi, Saami, Lapps and 

Laplanders) are the Indigenous Peoples of Sápmi, or Lapland, which encompasses parts of 

northern Sweden, Norway, Finland and the Kola Peninsula of Russia. The Sami constitute Russia's 

smallest national minority.   

 

Ukraine 
Elvir Sagirman (Crimean Tatar), Ukraine: Elvir Sagirman is a representative of the Crimean Tatar Youth Center, 

which represents the interests of the youth of the indigenous Crimean Tatar people. The 

organization consists of 11 members of the Board, three members of the audit committee 

and 200 members of the organization. In 2006 the Crimean Tatar Youth Center created 

the First Crimean Tatar national football team, which took part in the international Elf Cup 

tournament and took 2nd place. In 2009, representatives of the organization took part in 

the conference "Together Against Racism", which was organized by UEFA in cooperation 

with FARE in Warsaw. 

 

 

Project Access Trainee Spotlight 

Carson Kiburo, a first-year trainee, 

participated in and was selected as 

co-chair of the Global Youth Caucus  
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Project Access Session 2018 

Project Access Participant Comments… 
Evaluation Session April 2018 
 

• Daisee Francour: “Without this training I don’t think I would have been able to navigate this space 

effectively as I did.” 

• Carson Kiburo: “I’m looking forward to passing this knowledge at the community level.”  

• Elizabeth Lemiso: “The training has really been of great benefit to me, I have learned a lot and hope to go 

and help my indigenous community too. I think I am now a defender of the rights of my community.”  

• Kael Briscoe: “I now feel confident in explaining the Forum mechanism in my country.” 

• Piers Kreps: “Great work! Would love to have another student from McMaster attend, or continue Arctic 

representation in Project Access.” 

• Taily Terena: “It was a pleasure and really efficient to be part of the training again this year, so I could 

reaffirm and learn much more about the UN system and be more confident in how to work in this 

international space.” 

• Yamila Gutierrez Callisaya: “The work of the Project is important and very valuable. The training should be 

continued in the integral manner in which it is currently taught with the participation of the mentors and the 

practice directly in the UNPFII sessions.” 

• Santoshita Chakma: “The training indeed was good. It is essential to provide this training to more youth.” 

• Elvir Sagirman: “Words can’t describe how thankful I am. It was both enjoyable and informative. Project 

Access training turned out to be very timely and useful, achieving its objectives. The knowledge and 

experience gained will help me in my work to protect the rights of the indigenous Crimean Tatar people.” 

• Sandra Miriam del Carmen: “I want to thank the hosts, for their dedication, support and ability to transmit 

their knowledge and experience. In addition, I could see that a family really formed among us, that it lasts and 

we are in contact. Undoubtedly, a great experience, and just started!” 

• Hiparidi Dzutsi wa Toptiro: “It was good because it was possible to meet other relatives. Knowing the 

history of UN processes was also important. Seeing the situation similar to ours in other indigenous peoples of 

the world was interesting. And it was also good to meet the indigenous academics and know how they are 

preparing for the world.” 

• Irvince Auguiste: “I think it went well. It would be good for another day of training so that there can be more 

discussion on subjects.” 

• Darell Naden: “I would suggest a short course (2-3 hours) just before the UNPFII began for those who cannot 

participate in the 3-day course.” 

• Gertrude Kabusimbi Kenyangi: “I participated in drafting the statement. I spoke on the rights of indigenous 

women in an interactive session at the Forum from the floor.” 
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Project Access Session 2018 

Evaluation Session 2018:  Impact Measures 
 

Did you find the training helpful for your advocacy efforts? 

                                                                                                                    • 95% of the Project Access participants 

participated in a caucus or regional or 

thematic grouping at the Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Issues (PFII). 
 

• 59% of the Project Access participants met 

with and/or shared information with 

representatives of their home country 

governments at the PFII. 
 

 

 

Would you recommend the training to others? 

 

• 40% of Project Access participants spoke at 

a side event. 
 

• 90% of Project Access participants met with 

representatives of UN agencies, programs, 

etc. outside the training. 
 

• 100% participated in the development of 

statements read at the PFII. 
 

 

Did your participation in the Forum meet your expectations? 

 

 

• 100% of Project Access participants 

participated in side events at the PFII. 
 

• 100% networked with other indigenous 

organizations. 
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Project Access 2018: Indigenous Peoples, Water, & Climate Change 
 

“Water has a central place in the practices and beliefs of many religions for two main reasons. One is that 

water cleanses, water washes away impurities and pollutants, it can make an object look as good as new 

and wipe away any signs of previous defilement. Water also makes a person clean externally or spiritually. 

Secondly, water is a primary building block of life. Without water, there is no life.” 

 - Elizabeth Lemiso, Kenya 

 

The 2018 Session of Project Access dedicated a significant portion of its training agenda to update participants 

on the United Nations 2030 Development Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); as well as Climate 

Change and the Paris Climate Agreement. The 2030 Agenda will determine the official international 

development agenda for the next 15 years and the Climate Conference came to an international agreement on 

combatting Climate Change as well as unleash actions and investment towards a low carbon, resilient and 

sustainable future. Crosscutting themes of these processes often link to the basic human right to water, 

including references to water use, management and the impacts of climate change. 
 

In relation to the basic human right to water, Project Access participants learned that Article 25 of the 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirms the right to “maintain and strengthen their distinctive 

spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters, 

and coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities to future generations in this regard.” 

Article 26 also affirms Indigenous Peoples rights to and legal protection of “resources” that they have 

“traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.” Additionally, the Committee on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights, the body established by the United Nations to authoritatively interpret the meaning of the 

rights set forth in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), has declared that 

the "human right to water entitles everyone to sufficient, safe, acceptable physically and affordable water for 

personal and domestic uses." That right is available to all, including Indigenous Peoples without discrimination 

of any kind. 
 

During the 2018 Project Access Session, the delegates affirmed that the basic human right to water and water 

consciousness plays a significant role in their lives. As part of their assigned work, participants were given the 

task of completing a survey on water and climate change, which highlighted their perception of water’s 

importance in their lives, including identifying its cultural and spiritual relevance, the impacts of climate change 

on water resources and management, as well as its related impacts on their means of subsistence, etc. 
 

“Litigating against our government for ownership of the freshwater resource. The Waitangi Tribunal is a 

Commission of Inquiry. It recently recognized the Maori ownership right in water. However, our government 

continues to deny that such a right exists. We cannot get legal aid to take the dispute to the main courts 

because legal aid does not fund Maori groups, only Maori individuals. If a Maori individual applies for legal 

aid in relation to such a matter, they will be deemed to be representing a group. We have taken the 

argument to the Environment Court, but funding is very limited.”  

- Darrell Naden, Aotearoa (New Zealand) 

Project Access 2018 Participant Responses to Water and Climate Change Survey 
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How Important is the issue of water to your community/Peoples/Tribe/Nation? 
 

 
 

“Water is an important part of our creation story and many of our legends.” 

- Piers Kreps (Inuit), Canada 

 

Does your community/Peoples/Tribe/Nations retain traditional stories and/or spiritual 

traditions relative to water?  

 

 
 

“Water is to be respected and if you disrespect it, the water spirits will retaliate” 

- Sabantho Corrie (Lokono), Barbados 
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Respondents identified specific climate change impacts affecting water including: 

 
 Respondents affirmed that climate change is a threat beyond water issues. Elaboration: 

• Canada: “…This may cause need for relocation as many Inuit communities are coastal.” 

• Brazil: “The plants are drying much sooner than the normal season. This makes it difficult to identify 

traditional plants that are used in the community.” 

• Bolivia: "... because its effects are causing a process of forced displacement as people are forced to look 

for other territories where they can survive. It is also threatening the survival of integrated cultures. For 

example, in Bolivia, the Uru Murato people are at risk of cultural extinction due to the disappearance of 

Lake Poopó." 

• Uganda: “We have experienced prolonged drought, there has been 100% crop failure in our neighboring 

agricultural communities. It has brought about “new” diseases previously unknown in the area, such as 

Malaria and Ebola. The anopheles mosquito which transmits malaria could not survive in the cold 

mountainous areas of Kisoro in the past. However, because of global warming it now thrives there, and 

malaria is rampant.” 

• Bangladesh: “Climate Change also leads to devastating natural disasters and landslides. On 13 June 2017, 

devastating landslides took place leaving around 120 dead and houses and plantations destroyed.” 

• Kenya: “Deforestation. In my community, due to unemployment and rising costs of living, many have 

resorted to charcoal production, therefore cutting a lot of trees. This has led to water towers drying out 

and forest cover getting thinner and thinner.”   

• Barbados: “…eventually mankind will be waging wars over access to clean water.”  

• Canada: “Watershed management in the prairies of Canada has literally removed freshwater 

ecosystems and greatly distorted ones which did not have rivers or lakes. This has immediate impact 

on Indigenous peoples ability to practice traditions resulting in eroding of culture due to lack of access 

to ecosystems once present. Inability to practice traditions on lands results in inability to pass on 

culture and knowledge to their communities and children.” 

 

90% of respondents affirmed that traditional knowledge and practices can be useful in addressing or 

responding to water related impacts of climate change or development. 
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Respondents commented on whether their 

community/Tribe/Peoples/Nation had discussions 

about how to use, restore, transmit or share 

traditional knowledge and practices to address 

water issues and its effects on local food 

security/food sovereignty 

 

 

If funding was available, respondents felt that these areas would be the best place to apply funding to address 

their water or climate change related issues: Behavioral change through education developed by Indigenous 

Peoples; Hunting and potential relocation of settlements within communities; collecting data to better 

understand the direct effects of climate change; fostering sustainable land use; Litigating against the 

government for ownership of the freshwater resource; Revitalization of foodways, seed exchanges with other 

nations, investing in youth leadership/capacity of STEM; Climate Adaptation activities such as rain water 

harvesting and surface run off damming; conservation of already existing water bodies like lakes and rivers, as 

well as the watershed area; Agriculture and Energy sectors; water retention strategies; Awareness building 

programs; Reforestation; Adaptation to climate change to improve the resilience potential of the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Due to intensive gold mining in the Naga 

area - water sources and forests were 

destroyed five years ago. As negative 

impact of deforestation, the villages have 

been facing significant change in harvest 

production, hurting, finishing and climate. 

As consequences, three villages were 

displaced in the last five years. Our elders 

believe that we have to face this problem 

because we have disrespected the nature, 

particularly water.” - Ke Jung, Myanmar 

 

2018 Respondents traditional means of subsistence 

in their community/Tribe/Peoples/Nation included: 

• 58% - Fishing 

• 82% - Hunting 

• 82% - Gathering 

• 12% - Marine mammals 

• 23% - Other 

 

Hiparidi Toptiro of Brazil reads a statement 

at the United Nations 
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Project Access Session 2018 

Project Access Follow Up Activities… 

 
Tribal Link works with Project Access participants throughout the Permanent Forum session providing support 

for facilitating meetings, interviews and other interactions that are critical to their work and ability to lobby. 

Additionally, after the Project Access session concludes, Tribal Link conducts, on a case-by-case basis, follow up 

meetings with participants and relevant contacts to assist in facilitating future work. In some instances, Tribal 

Link is asked to do this on behalf of participants who have returned to their communities. 

 

It is a requirement for all Project Access participants to share with their communities upon their return what 

they learned during the Project Access training and the UNPFII session. During the Fall of 2018, Tribal Link will 

seek to collect reports and/or testimonials from the Project Access participants indicating what activities were 

carried out. Past activities have included radio interviews in their country, capacity building workshops in their 

communities and translation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in their own languages. 

This year, some Project Access participants have informed us that they are continuing to engage in the United 

Nations system becoming involved with the Indigenous Peoples Major Group on Sustainable Development and 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

 

Project Access Staffing… 

Andrea Carmen (Yaqui), United States/Mexico, Lead Trainer 
 

Roberto Múkaro Borrero (Taíno), Borikén (Puerto Rico)/U.S., 

Program Coordinator; Trainer; Mentor 
 

Nina Kantcheva Tushev, Program Coordinator 
 

Mentors: Migdalia “Tai Pelli” Pellicier (Taino), Caribbean sub-

region; Damon Gerard Corrie (Lokono Arawak), Caribbean sub-

region; Victor Carmen (Yaqui, Lakota), North America; Mikaela Jade 

(Cabrogal), Australia. 
 

Tribal Link Associates: Paula Kimper • Volunteers: Daniel 

Leguizamon; Heather Korb  
 

Pamela Kraft, Executive Director, Tribal Link Foundation 

Translator and advocate Laura Graham with 
microphone. Several professional translators 

donate their time or provide discounted service 
rates for the Project Access program. 
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Project Access Session 2018 

More photos from the 2018 Project 

Access Training Session…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Coordinator Roberto Borrero addresses the 2018 Session 

2018 Project Access training in session 

Project Access trainee Elvir Sagirman meets UN Special 
Rapporteur Vickie Tauli Corpuz 

Project Access 2nd year trainee Yamila Gutierrez Callisaya  Some of the 2018 Project Access trainees 


